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Ed Tech™ 2008 Conference 
New Rich Internet Applications  

 K-12 Use Demonstrated and Prioritized 
 

Integrated IBM Technology still leads the way. 

April-June 2008 
info@edtechlabs.org 

Denny Insell, popular 
IBM speaker keynotes 
Ed Tech Conference, 
held Feb 29-Mar 2, 
2008 at Sun Regal in 
Orlando, Florida 
 
Denny Insell, a popular IBM 
speaker, illustrated the IBM ap-
proaches and technology that  
continue to lead the technology 
world.  IBM is the only company 
with unified equipment that 
supports multiple operating sys-
tems in one integrated setting 
— such as Linux, AIX, Windows 
and i5/OS.  Users Confirm New RIA 

Approach and Set  
Ascent™ Priorities: 

 
Finance — Online Web Pur-
chase Orders, with Approval 
Processes  
 
Human Resource — Position 
Control 
 
Student — Student Discipline 
Management and Tracking 
 
Classroom — New, integrated 
GradeBook 
 
New Ascent™ offerings — Planned 
availability: July 1, 2008  

New Rich Internet  
Applications (RIA) 
Shown at Ed Tech 2008 
 
Online Purchase Orders and 
other new RIA Ascent™ pro-
grams received resounding ap-
proval at the March Orlando Ed 
Tech Conference.  Develop-
ment plans and new features 
were prioritized.  Examples are 
recapped throughout this 
newsletter. 

 
 
 
K-12 
schools 
and class-
rooms  
are open-
ing their 
doors to 
Rich Inter-
net Appli-
cations.  
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Ed Tech Labs 2008 Conference
The Wonderful World of Technology4

Integration
Focus

• Integrated systems are ‘people friendly’
and are used

• More current data, with easier access
• Better quality data, accurate
• More consistent data, not redundant data
• More value to data

 
Working Together Works! 

Studies have shown that geese flying in a V-Formation,  
have a 70% greater range than flying alone.1 

1Source Information:  http://www.aerospaceweb.org/question/nature/q0237.shtml, Jeff 
Scott, Aerospace Engineer, Chief Editor of Aerospaceweb.org, 17 July 2005. 

People, schools, and districts help each other by Working Together,  
but Systems also are MUCH better when Working Together —  
Integration was also a focus of the Ed Tech 2008 Conference —  
Systems also need to Work Together 
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Quotes about new Rich 
Internet Applications (RIA): 
 
“RIAs are the wave of the  

future...” 
Cynergy Website, Feb 2008 
www.cynergysystems.com/ 

 
“RIA's, could be loosely defined 

as software with engaging 
user interfaces that typically 
bridge the connectivity of the 
Web with a graphical richness 
and custom user interface 
that used to be reserved for 
client software.” 

Information Week, 
Feb 25, 2008 

 
"This is about enabling Web 

apps to work the way people 
expect them to work." 

Kevin Lynch, Adobe's  
Chief Technology Officer, 

 told InformationWeek,  
Feb 25, 2008 

 

New Rich Internet Applica-
tions have the following fea-
tures and advantages: 
 
• Richer Graphical User  

Interface 
◦ Richer media 
◦ Richer graphics 
◦ Richer data access 

 
• Versatile 
◦ Can run, accessing web 

sites 
◦ Or, can run stand-alone 

on a desktop, without 
Internet access 

 
• When run from a web site, it 

runs more like a desktop 
application 
◦ Has the functionality and 

user friendliness of desk-
top applications 

◦ Also approaches the 
speed of desktop appli-
cations 

 

• Eliminate browser depend-
encies 

• Much, much easier to de-
ploy, maintain and support 

 
• Bringing: 
◦ Lower cost 
◦ More reliability 
◦ Ease of use 
◦ Lower training &  

implementation costs 
 
 
The new Ascent™ Products 
are written as new Rich 
Internet Applications. 

Ascent™ –  
New Rich Internet Applications  (RIA) 
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New Ascent™ Online Purchase Orders shown at Ed Tech 2008 Conference 
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New Ascent™ Human Resource Position Control, after Ed Tech 2008 Conference 
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New Ascent™ Student and Student Discipline; after Ed Tech 2008 Conference 
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New Ascent™ GradeBook shown at Ed Tech 2008 Conference 

Teachers easily enter scores, or optionally, if students are using laptops or handheld computers  
with Personal Teaching®, the scores automatically come into the GradeBook. 
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Employee Self Serve 
Application (ESS) 
Now includes W-2 access — a 
continuing hit with districts 
that install it. 
 
Has your district installed and 
used the Employee Self Ser-
vice (ESS) web application?  
This program allows employees 
to lookup their own employee 
basic information, W4, assign-
ment/contracts, deductions, di-
rect deposits, leave balances 
and other information.  Districts 
have control over the type of 
information that can be viewed 
by employees.  The information 
displayed is maintained by the 
district through an administra-
tive menu. 
 
A popular ESS feature is the 
payroll check lookup feature, 
shown below. This program is 

currently available in the Share-
house™ with the latest updates, 
including access to W2’s, having 
been added in April 2008. 
 
If you don’t have time to install 
and setup this application your-
self, or perhaps need to add 
SSL protection for it, please 
consider having us do the work 
for you. 
 
The two screens here demon-
strate the easy payroll check 
lookup capability. 
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Blazing Towards New Horizons 
In Education Technology 

 
“Making ‘Every Child with a Laptop’ 
Effective and Teacher-directed” ™ 

 

New Ascent™ SchoolWork® Announced for July 2008  
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Affordable assistance in 
creating, updating, or 
expanding your website 

If you have needs or desires to 
update your district’s or school’s 
website, let us help! 

If managing the content on your 
website is a continuing chal-
lenge—consider letting us help 
you with the popular and well-
designed Joomla technology. 
 
To make your site more useable 
and maintainable, we can help 
you with: 
 
• Dynamic form builders 
• Business or organizational 

directories 
• Document management 
• image and multimedia gal-

leries 
• Forums and chat software 
• Calendars 
• Blogging software 
• Directory services 
• Email newsletters 
• Data collection and reporting 

tools 
• Subscription services 
• and many, many more… 

Timpanogos Technologies  
Quality Services 

Additional Timp Tech™ 
Services 

1. Premier annual support for 
your iSeries applications; 

2. Student scheduling assis-
tance — on-site or remotely, 
with senior, experienced peo-
ple; 

3. Finance or Payroll year-end 
assistance — on-site or re-
motely, with senior, experi-
enced people; 

4. Installation, Implementation 
assistance for Ascent™ mod-
ules — either on-site or re-
motely; 

5. Custom Programming; 
6. iSeries™ Configuration, Op-

erations, or Maintenance, in-
cluding upgrading IBM OS 
versions; 

7.  Network load testing, con-
figuration assistance, security 
audit, etc. 

8. Website development, en-
hancement, or support; 

9. Data extraction, organizing or 
presenting; 

10.OpenOffice solutions — open 
source implementation, train-
ing, or enhancement; 

11.Virus protection consulting; 
12.Virtual machines on your 

IBM System i, including AIX, 
Linux, Windows and i5/OS. 

 

For information or quotes on 
any of these services or 
products, send an email with 
your request to: 

services@timptech.com 

or call  

(866) 804-4636, Ext. 204 
Tom Stubben 

For  
Technical Assistance  

Get Help for 
your Urgent  

Requests  
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New Student Scheduler  
— New Features: 
 
• Course Scheduling Groups 

• Vertical & Horizontal Linking 
for Teams  

• New Scheduling Program 

• Master Schedule Analysis 
Report 

Parent@School  
Success Story 
 
Charles County Public Schools, 
MD,  successfully implemented  
Parent@School for their entire 
district on 11/01/07.  There are 
over 18,000 family units, with 
over 28,000 students in 34 
buildings. 

Joanne Good and Dennis Busta-
mante wanted to insure that the 
application was going to be 
available to all and worked hard 
to make sure the enrollment 
process would not be a bottle 
neck.  They shared some of the 
key success factors they learned 
from their experience. 

1. Communication with par-
ents, students, faculty, staff, 
and administration is critical. 

2. Various types of announce-
ment correspondence were 
used along with a 
“Parent@School” registration 
night at each school where 
parents with a picture ID 
were able to get their User 
ID, password, and instruc-
tions. 

3. They worked with Timp Tech 
to automatically create an 

Sales and Membership: 
 
For more product informa-
tion, information on any of 
our services, or to request a 
quote contact: 
 

Send an email to 
info@timptech.com 

 
or call Tom Stubben at 

(866) 804-4636  Ext. 204 

Support Services: 
 

Timp Tech™ Customers 
should please use  

FirstLine™ 
This is our online, web-based 
reporting and tracking tool 
where you can initiate a request 
for software assistance or 
search our knowledge base.  

Reach FirstLine™ at 
www.support.timptech.com 

How to Contact Us 

ID and pass-
word so the 
registration 
process took 
less than one 
minute per ac-
count that 
night. 

According to Den-
nis, the feedback 
was good and the 
process was 
“Absolutely won-
derful!”  By the 
end of November 
they had over 
10,000 hits with 
6-12 calls on only 
minor issues. 

Parents love the access and are 
so involved they are identifying 
enhancements and additional 
features they would like to see.  
Charles County is sharing the 
comments, suggestions, and 
concerns with Timp Tech™, and 
we are adding them to our de-
velopment product plans.  

Parent@School offers parents 
and administration secure, con-
trolled access to: 

• Student Demographics 

• Student Attendance 
• Student Schedules 
• Immunization Records 
• Student Transcript Records 
• Lunch Account Balance Link 
• Homework Assignment Link 
• Links to Other Web Sites 
• Graduation Requirements 
• Current Grades for Assign-

ments & Tests 
• Interim and End-of-Period 

Grades 
 
 
Another District reported: 
“Our administrators really love 
it as we have set up accounts 
for all of the students in their 
school and they have a single 
portal to almost all of the elec-
tronic information they would 
want on a student.” 


